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The Christian calendar begins with the first Sunidedxdvent. This year it falls on November
29. The word advent comes from a Latin root, vemirich means to come. One of our most lyrical
carols is entitled, “Venite Adoremus,” which litdyetranslated means, “Come let us adore him.” The
tune is an old English melody and it was in Engltrat the season of advent was born. Far from the
warm climate of the Middle East, northern Europeased the beginning of winter to prepare for the
coming of the king. It was a combination of sowdrehing and celebration. The advent season
encouraged people to prepare themselves spiritaatlyalso gave them an opportunity to gather with
friends to pass some of the long, cold nights wigrriment.

The pace of our modern society makes many of tthératlitions seem irrelevant and quaint but
they served an important purpose in the lives afsfihns and they still can today. Rather than iogk
for a reason to get out of our cold, dark houses)yhof us need a reason to slow down and conteenpl
our lives. Our modern lifestyle is so hectic th&t are often looking back and wondering where time ti
went. Many of us would benefit by setting aside edime to seriously think about our faith and the
coming of our Savior.

I may be as guilty as anyone of putting off pragied meditation during this busy season. There
always seems to be something more urgent thanng#iae Bible, praying, or being grateful for the
many blessings God has given me. That is whysbisnportant for me to be intentional and block out
time on my calendar for spiritual activities. | kméhat my method lacks spontaneity and | encourage
everyone to take advantage of spur of the momdigihdie but my experience has taught me that if |
don’t set aside time, spontaneity has a way of neimga dream rather than a reality.

Of course, given the pace of our modern sociesretlare many opportunities for folks to gather
for music, worship and fellowship. That is onelod great joys of living in Cookeville at this pattiar
time. Be aware of the many and various eventsdbrae our way during this season of anticipation. |
hope that every one of you will take some timeetd@ew your lives, recount your blessings, renewryou
spirits, and, share with your loved ones some @fdly that accompanies the anticipation of Christma
| believe you will find the exercise refreshing aral may have a little more energy for the reghef
busy season.

Peace, Pat H




Spring Break Trip by Erin Angel

Mark your calendars now. Our Spring Break Mission
trip is scheduled for March 8-12. We will be inng students
from the PSA and church members from both our ¢haral the
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church to go on &wrip to a
place as yet to be determined. The details wilvbeked out
soon and we will be sure to keep you informed,| vvsinted to
make sure you went ahead and marked these daysuorcglen-
dars.

Worship on our Web Site

We have heard good reports from people who have lis
tened to worship on the web site. If you miss Symnarship or
want to invite a friend to learn more about ourrchyigo to our
web sitewww.firstprescookeville.orgOnce you are at the web
site, click on the audio link. That will take you & page listing
Sunday services by date. Click on the date you ¥eahear and
you will see a bulletin from that Sunday. Click tkie portion of
the service you are interested in and it will begiplay. You can
listen to the sermon, the anthem, the announcepantse entire
service. You are only a couple of clicks away. E&ahday’s
service is generally available by the following Miay.

Presbytery Commissioners

Four times each year, our Presbytery (Middle Tesa®)s
meets to discuss the work of the 75 Presbyteriancbles in our
region. Two of the meetings are on Thursdays ardang on
Saturdays. The Presbytery worships together, exesmiandi-
dates for ministry, makes plans for mission andcatian, and
the staff makes us aware of resources that we samuur own
local churches. We are allotted two delegatebdsd meetings.
Current elders try to fill the open slots but wa'talways get
their schedules to work out. | am looking for a gieuof elders
(not currently serving on the session) to help nsake that we
are represented at these quarterly meetings. Anyboemight
be interested in knowing more, please contact Ratlidon.

Financial Update

At the end of October, church finances
remain relatively strong and stable. The 2009
budget calls for just over $184,000 in income and
spending for the first ten months. Actual income
has been just under $193,000, with actual spend-
ing just under $183,000.

We do have some extra expenses coming
due shortly, to pay off the new sound system and
complete payment of special music commis-
sioned for the coming year. The session is now
working on a budget for 2010 which will also
include some special projects related to ouf™00
anniversary celebration. Thanks to all for your
generous support of church mission and ministry.

Invitation to Liturgy
Those interested in serving the church as a Listirgay
contact Marilyn Ledbetter, 931-403-5188.

New Members Welcomed

Sue Richcomes to us from the First
Presbyterian Church in Cobden, WV. She was a
member of that church for over 60 years and was
an ordained Elder and Deacon as well as a Parish
Nurse. She has most recently lived in Carbon-
dale, lllinois.

Gene Anne and Gordon Huntercome
to us from a Baptist Background. Gordon was a
Deacon in the Baptist church and attended South-
ern Baptist College. He taught Biology at TTU
for over 30 years. Gene Anne is a retired teacher
and school counselor, and she is the sister of
Janice Swim.

David and Barbara Riddell are coming
from the Teays Valley Presbyterian Church in
Scott Depot, West Virginia. Dave is a VP at
Cookeville Regional Medical Center. Barbara
also works at CRMC with various responsibili-
ties in MSO.

Linda Wilson comes to us from Colum-
bus, Ohio. She and her husband moved to
Cookeville for their retirement.

Read Anything Good Lately?

THE WORST HARD TIME, by Timothy Egan

by Thelma Johnson

Timothy Egan, Seattle-based writer for the New York Times, has written a hair-raising book about the Dust Bowl,
especially centered on Cimarron County, Oklahoma, and Dalhart, Texas, in the heart of the Panhandle. Formerly the
XIT Ranch, the legendary cattle company of West Texas, the land was homesteaded to wheat farmers in an ill-advised
effort to turn the "great American desert" into a land of milk and honey. The soil was plowed up and the grass that was
meant for cattle grazing was devoted to wheat--for about four years. With the ground cover gone, the soil began to
erode, and during the drought years of the early 30's, turned into the horrendous dust storms that sent thousands of

families west to California and Oregon in search of work.

Egan tells the story through the experiences of a few families who endured the worst and somehow sur-
vived. He also relates the belated and sometimes futile efforts of the government to reclaim the land, the use of the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps, the planting of shelter belts, and aid to the impoverished. This is a story of Man versus Na-

ture, and, as we know, Nature always wins.



Services for the Season

As we approach the Advent Seasonethsr many
activities planned for our church family. The fifdvent
Sunday will be November 29th. As always, membeérs o
our church will be lighting the Advent candles. W be
decorating the sanctuary on the 5th of Decembeanylone
would like to help, please contact Marilyn AitkenSheryl
Hansen. Those who have purchased the beautifub@bi
tias are very much appreciated. The plants addusdhm
beauty to our sanctuary during the Christmas seashe
second Sunday luncheon will be held on Decembedr 13t
following the worship service.

Paul Thurmond invites us to join in the morning
service on December 20 for our annual Festivalesfsbns
and Carols. We’'ll hear the story of Christmas tigio
scripture and song. The Chancel Choir will be agoa-
nied by a chamber orchestra in a variety of musayding
congregational singing. Don’t miss it!

There will be one Christmas Eve service at the
church this year, at 7 p.m. It will be a candletigervice
with communion, singing and stories for all ages.

Christmas Eve at the Handlsons

But for Pat and Debbie it's not really Christmas un
til midnight. Everyone who is still awake at thaiuin is in-
vited to our house for a late night celebration. Wi
gather around the piano to sing our favorite caaals offer
prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of our savémd hope
for the future of the world. The festivities wilegin at 10:30
p.m. and culminate with a toast to Christmas atigiat

The Mitten Tree

Beginning November 29 through the fourth Sunda
of Advent, the Middle Sunday School class will lodext-
ing all sizes of socks and mittens for GenesisddouNatch
for the tree!
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Mission Matters

To share your Christmas glob
ally, visit theOne World Market.
Every purchase from the Market
counts twice—once for the recipient
your gift and once again to support thg;:

mission which provided the item.

Give life and dignity with an ani-
With each donation, you send an
animal to a developing village an%
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mal fromHeifer Project, Int.
receive an Ark Card to honor a
friend or relative.
Give a Kroger gift card and sup-
port the local housing mission of
Creative Compassion
SendUNICEF cards and support
their educational and emergency
care for children around the worl
Purchase a hand crafted gift from
the Glasgow’s mission trip and
help the health care EBcuador.
Buy fair trade coffee and crafts
from SERRV to provide a living
for workers and craftsmen in de-
veloping areas around the world. 04
Any funds from donated items
are sent to the Rescue Mission and
Helping Hands. One World Market i
now open on Saturdays from 10 a.m
2 p.m. and on Sundays before and af!,.
the morning service.
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The Christmas Joy Offering

A donation to the Board of Pen-
sions and racial ethnic schools will be re-®
ceived through the month of December.
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ell Ringers needed!
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Dinner Out Group

Help our local Rescue Mission during the holiday season by ringing bells at various retail locations ir‘
own for 2 hour block(s) of time. 2 people per location is best. Excellent for a Sunday School Class or hus-

and/wife or parent/child teams. Schedule for ringing begins Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving 10:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. each day. Ringing continues on each Thursday, Friday, Saturday till Christmas week. Dur‘
Ing Christmas week, bell ringers are needed Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 1/2 Day on Thursday. To &
olunteer, contact Betty Self at the Mission 525-6330 or Dave Riddell at 528-1273 (h) 783-2031(w).
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by Dave Riddell
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Come join the next Dinner Out Group on Saturdagcénber 12 at 5 p.m. We will be dining at Rube§-u
days, 1360 Interstate Drive. Sign up sheets\agable at both doors of the sanctuary. For mofermation please

call Kaye Craig at 537-3714.



BIRTHDAYS
2 — David Boles

In Our Prayers

D 2 — Becky Turner
E 4 — Kay Katz T %
5 — Jacob Angel & '&& ' C#
6 — Emily McCormick
C 15 —Davi)é Campbell ) . + &- %, - % $& % -
0, - - - - 0fn -
15 — Timothy Harrison $ %% - (/& &( ) & & % -&
E 16 — Linda Wilson %% .- &-! 0& % $&1 ,& 2&
M 19 — Ernest Robertson &, &2&+ (- & %% 2&
19 — Barry Turner .2 - . &% 1 (
B 21 — Sharon Dyer
E gg : I;/IaarrT:IyHnanI;en The next newsletter deadling Church Office:
ANNIVERSARIES is December 20. Please send Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
R 13 _charles & Grace Anna Sine your information to: (931) 526-4424
18 —Ed & Nancy Dixon Debbie Handlson at (536-5486) (firstprescooke @frontiernet.net)
26 —Gerald & S)rllaryl Hansen e-mail  (phandison@aol.com) Pastor: The Rev. Pat Handlson
27 —Jon & Diana Dugle Katie Kumar at (372-6197) home: 526-5486
27 —Bill & Janis Swim i ) ' (phandlson@frontler_net.net)
e-mail  (kjikumar@tntech.edu) www.firstprescookeville.org
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
" # Cookeville, TN
Permit No. 59
(BRiay
& o
w m——— fa)
] =~
2 ol ¢



