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First Sunday of Christmas
December 28, 2025, 11AM

* Indicates that those who are able may stand                                                                  	         Bold type is spoken by the people.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
VOLUNTARY:	                              O Holy Night     			Adolphe Charles Adam
         arr. Mark Hayes
									
*CALL TO WORSHIP						              Cade Arnold, Liturgist               
[bookmark: _Hlk189210996]ONE:	We gather to worship the Word made flesh, who fled from the wrath of human powers into Egypt.
ALL:	The God we worship was a refugee.
ONE:	We remember the children, from the time of Christ to today, caught in the cross-fires of fear and greed.
ALL:	The God we worship was a refugee.
ONE:	We gather to dream and build a better world where all children grow up, all exiles return home.
ALL:	The God we worship was a refugee.

[bookmark: _Hlk69205933][bookmark: _Hlk207871861]*OPENING HYMN:                  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing	  	 		#119 

CALL TO & PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ONE	Even in a season of celebration and joy, there is grief and pain. Even as we celebrate God’s goodness, we know that we have not always lived it. Even in all of this, Christ comes.
ALL:	Ever-present God, you became our Savior in all our distress. In all the ways we hurt, and all the ways we hurt others, in all the ways we feel neglected and all the ways we neglect others, in all the ways we cry out and all the ways we cause others to cry, you are with us, comforting us and holding us to account. In your love, redeem us once again. Lift us up and grant us your mercy, as you have throughout the generations.

SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION

*RESPONSE HYMN:                  Lord Have Mercy Upon Us               	       	             #575
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE:	Christ came into this world for us: imperfect humans, perpetual sinners, trying, learning, striving. He came to be tested, so that he might help us as we are tested, to forgive us all our sins.
ALL: 	Praise be to our merciful and faithful high priest!

*GLORIA PATRI 						                           	             #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen!

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES	          				                        Rev. Katie Ory
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:                     Isaiah 63:7-9	            			P.652
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:            Hebrews 2:11-18					P.205
ONE:  And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
ALL:   Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk50626802]ANTHEM:                                 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice		    Hal H. Hopson, arr.
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!

THIRD SCRIPTURE LESSON:              Matthew 2:13-23         	  	 	  	    P.2
SERMON			      			                                                 Rev. Katie Ory 
[bookmark: _Hlk66103193]*SERMON HYMN:                       Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming				 #129
                                                         


COMMUNAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH	          	            	          Confession of 1967, 9.27
The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness through the Holy Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word of God written.

*GREETINGS
After an exchange of Peace between the Pastor and the Congregation, we encourage you to greet one another. The Greetings will conclude with the first verse of Blest Be the Tie That Binds.

ONE:	…The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
ALL:	And also with you.
ONE: 	Let us pass the peace… 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;		              		#306
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
ONE:	… Lord, in your mercy,
ALL:	hear our prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GIVING

OFFERTORY:                	             In the Bleak Midwinter            	  Gustav Theodore Holst
  arr. Jay Rouse
OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY							                 	             #606

ALL:	Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 	Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN:                       Angels We Have Heard on High                     		 #113

*BENEDICTION
ONE:	…Alleluia! 
ALL:	Alleluia!

POSTLUDE:	    	                   Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella	  	      Trad. French Hymn
    arr. Heather Sorenson

REGULAR WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY 
· Higher Grounds Café – 9:30am-11am, in the Fellowship Hall.
· Advent Sunday School – This year, we will be combining the three Sunday morning groups and anyone else interested in exploring further the season of Advent as we gather in the Fellowship Hall. – 9:30am-10:30am.
· Worship Service – 11am, in the Sanctuary
· Nursery – 9:30am-12:15pm - Ages 5 and under.
· Children’s Church - 11:15am, in Room 16.

WEDNESDAY
· Wednesday Night Gathering – No gatherings until middle of January.
· Choir Rehearsal – No rehearsal this week.

THURSDAY
· High School Youth Group – Morning coffee talk and encouragement, 7am-7:30am, home of Rev. Ory.


STAFF:
The Rev. Michael D. McLaughlin…………………...…………….……………..…...…………...Pastor & Head of Staff
The Rev. Katie Ory……………………………………………………..Dir. TTU PSA, Dir. Children & Youth Ministry
Paul Thurmond……………………………………………………………………..…....….……… Director of Music
Virginia Fillers....…………………………………………………….........................................…....SoulSong Coordinator
Amy Ainsley………………………………………….……………................................................….Office Administrator


ELDERS:	
2025:	Dina Smith, Rick Woods
2026:	Cade Arnold, Josh Doré
2027:	Sidonie Sansom, Dee Tompkins
CLERK: Donna Simpson

BIRTHDAYS:
DEACONS:
2025:	Chris McCormick, Erica Scott
2026:	Michelle Doré, Ron Ledbetter, Stacey Trent
2027:	Kelly Appleton, Ann Hayes, Tony Lawson, Colleen Mestayer, Gabrielle Pate, Shelley Wiley


Pate, Eric		12/03
McCormick, Emily	12/06
Lawson, Abram		12/09
Pate, Gabrielle		12/09
Wilson, Linda		12/16
Turner, Barry		12/19
Womack, Rowan		12/19
See, Bob			12/20
Pelren, David		12/24
Hayes, Pam		12/28
Nisbet III, John		12/29

Website: www.firstprescookeville.org
Church Office: Tue.-Thur. 9:00am-3:00 pm
Telephone: (931) 526-4424, E-Mail: office@firstprescookeville.org
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